
 

 

CIRCULAR MIGRATION IN SERBIA 

Connecting Worlds - Building Futures 

 

Circular migration is a topic of profound significance in today's globalised world. It encompasses 

the movement of individuals between their home countries and host countries, driven by 

economic, social, and personal motivations. Understanding and effectively managing circular 

migrations is vital as it has a far-reaching impact on the market, regional development, and the 

overall well-being of both migrants and their home countries. The significance of circular migration 

holds even greater weight for countries like Serbia, which struggle with pressing demographic 

challenges. By facilitating circular migration, Serbia can harness the potential of its diaspora, 

promote economic growth, and foster international collaboration. However, circular migration 

poses challenges related to labour market dynamics, social integration, and policy coordination. 

This conference aims to unravel the complexities of circular migration, offering insights, best 

practices, and comparative perspectives that will help shape informed policies and strategies in 

Serbia and beyond. 

On December 12, 2023, in Belgrade, at the conference Circular Migration in Serbia: Connecting 

Worlds - Building Futures, as a collaborative effort of Foundation for the Advancement of 

Economics (FREN) and European Policy Centre (CEP), within the project Circular Migration 

before Depopulation!, we will be exploring the complexities of circular migration and depopulation 

and delving into the various facets of the intriguing circular migration phenomenon, unveiling its 

nuances and implications. 

Panel 1: Crossroads of Experience – Comparative Practices in Circular Migration 

The first panel will offer a comparative perspective on circular migration practices, drawing 

insights from Estonia, Bulgaria, and Ireland. Participants will explore how these countries have 

approached circular migration and the lessons that can be applied to Serbia. This session 

provides a unique opportunity to assess international best practices and adapt them to the 

Serbian context. 

Panel 2: Harvesting Opportunity – Labour Market and the Circular Migration Equation 

In this panel, the primary focus will be on Serbia's labour market, delving into its unique challenges 

and its intricate relationship with potentials of the circular migration phenomenon. Esteemed 

panelists will engage in a thorough examination of how circular migration can serve as a strategic 

tool to address labour market imbalances and, in turn, stimulate economic growth. 

Panel 3: Mosaic of economic migrations: Regional perspectives and strategic directions 

in Serbia 

This panel investigates the multifaceted landscape of economic migrations within Serbia. It aims 

to explore how various regions in Serbia experience and respond to economic migration, 

examining the unique challenges, opportunities, and strategic approaches each region employs. 

By providing regional perspectives, the session seeks to shed light on the complex mosaic of 
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economic migrations in Serbia, offering also insights of Regional Centres of Excellence for 

Circular migration (ReCeEx) about the diverse strategies and directions taken by different parts 

of the country to harness the benefits of circular migration for their respective communities and 

economies. 

Panel 4: Voices from the Loop – Experiences and Insights of Circular Migrants 

The final panel will bring the voices and experiences of circular migrants to the forefront. Through 

firsthand accounts and personal insights, this session will offer a unique perspective on the 

challenges and success stories of circular migrants. Participants will gain a deeper understanding 

of the real-life impact of circular migration on individuals and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


