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New EP President, Mini Political Earthquake and Why it Matters for Serbia 

The election of a new President of 

the European Parliament will have 

strong implications on the future bal-

ance of power between the institu-

tions. This CEP Insight analyses the 

latest developments and suggests  

how the Serbian authorities should 

position themselves vis-à-vis the new 

circumstances. 

“I will be everybody’s president, I 

don’t intend to be the prime minister 

of the European Union”. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/live/uk-politics-parliaments-38641439
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2187/ANTONIO_TAJANI_history.html
http://www.politico.eu/pro/industries-cheer-tajanis-appointment-as-parliament-president/
http://www.politico.eu/article/antonio-tajani-the-anti-schulz/
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Now that the “Grand Coalition” is no 
more, the EPP will instead need to re-
ly on shaky, ad-hoc coalitions with the 
Liberals (ALDE) and the right-wing 

Conservatives (ECR), the two political 
groups with very diverging views on 
many policy areas. This will conse-
quently render the EP less efficient 

and less able to stand out with its own 
position and agenda in its relations 

with other institutions.  

Unlike Schultz who was known to 

meddle in power-politics, now a pas-

sive President is to be expected, who 

will probably not abuse his presiding 

position and exceed his rather lim-

ited duties. 

http://www.apcoworldwide.com/blog/detail/apcoforum/2017/01/19/the-eu-s-new-political-landscape
http://www.politico.eu/article/antonio-tajani-the-anti-schulz/
https://www.ft.com/content/6d988428-d8e1-11e6-944b-e7eb37a6aa8e
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/tajani-triumphant-in-historic-parliament-presidency-vote/
https://www.neweurope.eu/article/epp-leaks-2014-secret-pact-european-parliament-succession/
http://www.politico.eu/article/expand-the-power-of-meps-say-candidates-for-parliament-president/
http://www.politico.eu/article/manfred-weber-fights-back-over-european-parliament-presidency/
http://www.politico.eu/article/manfred-weber-fights-back-over-european-parliament-presidency/
http://www.votewatch.eu/blog/what-do-tajani-and-his-supporters-stand-for/


3 

M 

Most up-to-date information suggests that Tajani’s presidency will neither help 

nor damage Serbia’s path towards the EU. Based on the previous analysis of 

Tajani’s profile, no evidence was found that he would have a position on the en-

largement policy diverging from the EP’s traditional supportive stance.   

Tajani’s election and his lack of in-

terest for enlargement further 

makes a case for Serbia’s more sub-

stantive engagement with the EP.  

http://www.tanjug.rs/full-view_en.aspx?izb=297754
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/legislative-documents/docs/20161116/proposal_etias_en.pdf
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Building alliances in the EP should 

be seen in a broader context of ad-

vancing Serbia’s negotiating position 

in the process of EU accession, 

which should be pursued in parallel 

to securing constant support from the 

EU member states. Active engage-

ment on several fronts is supposed to 

produce multiplier effects. 

http://www.europeanpolicy.org
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre/
https://twitter.com/cepbelgrade
https://www.youtube.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre

