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Unique chance to move things forward in the EU (and Serbia) 

After the Brexit vote occurred in 2016, 

the UK decided to give up on its 

Council presidency which was due to 

start in July 2017, in order to focus on 

the complex Brexit negotiations lying 

ahead. Consequentially, Estonia’s 

presidency was rescheduled to begin 

six months earlier than it was  

originally planned.  

Estonia has put in a serious amount 

of effort to ensure that its presidency 

goes smoothly and according to the 

plan.  

http://news.err.ee/120418/estonia-to-adopt-more-modest-behavior-ahead-of-upcoming-eu-presidency
https://www.valitsus.ee/en/news/speech-prime-minister-juri-ratas-riigikogu-16-may-2017-topic-estonian-presidency-eu-council?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=cd00a09fe5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-cd00a09fe5-190014337
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EU Commission officials have praised 
Estonia for being able to mobilise  

itself so efficiently, six months ahead of 
the original schedule.  

The Digital Single Market is essentially 

about removing national barriers to online 

transactions and, as such, it builds upon 

the concept of the common market.  

https://www.riigikogu.ee/en/press-releases/nestor-will-sign-declaration-cooperation-trio-partners/
http://news.err.ee/120321/government-still-hiring-for-eu-presidency-number-of-positions-increases-to-1-300
https://www.eesistumine.ee/en/presidency/about-presidency
http://www.politico.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/EstoniaPresidencyCalendar.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=97b8189ba2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-97b8189ba2-190014337
http://news.err.ee/120647/estonian-delegation-familiarizes-with-malta-s-communication-organization
http://www.politico.eu/newsletter/playbook/politico-brussels-playbook-presented-by-eadv-may-and-juncker-in-couples-therapy-judges-slap-poland/
https://www.eesistumine.ee/en/presidency/about-presidency
https://www.eesistumine.ee/en/presidency/about-presidency
http://www.politico.eu/newsletter/playbook/politico-brussels-playbook-spotlight-turns-to-mays-security-record-poland-bearish-on-macron/
http://www.politico.eu/newsletter/playbook/politico-brussels-playbook-presented-by-etno-finishing-the-eurozone-juncker-in-berlin-london-playbook/
http://news.err.ee/596105/ratas-european-unity-upcoming-eu-presidency-s-most-important-priority
http://news.err.ee/593688/ratas-tusk-discuss-upcoming-estonian-eu-council-presidency
https://www.valitsus.ee/en/news/speech-prime-minister-juri-ratas-riigikogu-16-may-2017-topic-estonian-presidency-eu-council?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=cd00a09fe5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-cd00a09fe5-190014337
https://www.visitestonia.com/en/why-estonia/estonia-is-a-digital-society
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/6407269.stm
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/why-estonia-country-future
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/why-estonia-country-future
https://www.valitsus.ee/en/news/speech-prime-minister-juri-ratas-riigikogu-16-may-2017-topic-estonian-presidency-eu-council?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=cd00a09fe5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-cd00a09fe5-190014337
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.9.4.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.9.4.html
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/policies/roaming
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/policies/roaming
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/presidency-council-eu/
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Given Estonia’s geopolitical position and historical exposure to Russia, it is  

understandable why the EU enlargement is in its national interest. This might be 

an explanation why it is placing the candidate countries for the EU enlargement 

from the Western Balkans on equal footing with the countries of the Eastern 

Partnership, for which the EU has not yet officially offered a membership  

perspective.  

The Estonian ambassador to Serbia 
attended the panel discussion  

organised by the CEP, where he  
argued that “the presidency  

represents a chance to build a 
stronger relationship between Esto-

nia and Serbia”.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0192
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2016/01-19/0009/P8_TA(2016)0009_1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2016/01-19/0009/P8_TA(2016)0009_1_EN.pdf
http://news.err.ee/594062/estonia-expects-digital-package-to-emerge-as-central-topic-of-presidency
http://news.err.ee/594062/estonia-expects-digital-package-to-emerge-as-central-topic-of-presidency
http://news.err.ee/593538/government-endorses-principles-of-estonia-s-eu-presidency-program
http://news.err.ee/593538/government-endorses-principles-of-estonia-s-eu-presidency-program
https://www.valitsus.ee/en/news/speech-prime-minister-juri-ratas-riigikogu-16-may-2017-topic-estonian-presidency-eu-council?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=cd00a09fe5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-cd00a09fe5-190014337
http://cep.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/maltese_presidency_eng.pdf
http://news.err.ee/595408/kaljulaid-ratas-meet-eu-high-representative-federica-mogherini
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/419/eastern-partnership_en
http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/379176/Vucic-sa-Mikserom-o-evroskom-putu-Srbije
http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/379176/Vucic-sa-Mikserom-o-evroskom-putu-Srbije
http://cep.org.rs/en/from-malta-to-estonia-whats-in-store-for-the-next-eu-presidency/


  

E 

4 

 

Serbia will have an enlargement-friendly 

country at the head of EU’s Council rotat-

ing presidency, which is likely to advocate 

for a continuation of Serbia’s accession 

negotiations with a merit-based approach 

and the principles set in the Negotiating 

Framework.  

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre/
https://twitter.com/cepbelgrade
https://www.youtube.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre
http://www.seio.gov.rs/src/dokumenta/nacionalna-dokumenta/skrining/izvestaji-i-rezultati-skrininga/izvestaji-sa-skrininga
http://www.eu-pregovori.rs/files/File/documents/skrining/bilateralni/prezentacije/pg31/pg31_1.pdf
http://seio.gov.rs/upload/documents/pristupni_pregovori/neg_frame.PDF
http://seio.gov.rs/upload/documents/pristupni_pregovori/neg_frame.PDF
http://www.seio.gov.rs/upload/documents/eu_dokumenta/non_paper_ch23_24_eng.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/ECFR209_EU_COALITION_EXPLORER_2017.pdf

