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The development of the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and “Multi-speed” EU 

After a series of crises, institutional 

paralysis and the shock of the Brexit, 

followed by more positive results of 

elections in France, Austria and the 

Netherlands, a touch of optimism has 

returned to Brussels.  

The need for stronger and deeper  

cooperation in the field of security 

and defence has self-imposed in the 

debates about the reform of the  

Union.  
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“Now there is more energy and interest  
dedicated to European defence  

cooperation issues, than ever in the 
past 15 years”. 

"The EU Joint Force would show the 

world that there will never be a war 

among the EU Member States.” 

Despite the impressive development of 

numerous CSDP activities and institutions 

over the last decade, the European Union, 

separated from the United States and 

NATO, still leaves the impression of being 

a military dwarf, or more accurately, the 

defence community is which is still in the 

early stages of its progress.  
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“Multi-speed Europe" can contribute to greater efficiency and operational  

integration, it can also affect new divisions. Smaller countries will once again 

face the dilemma: to be at the core of integration with the Union potentially  

dominated by some of the larger EU countries or risk marginalization and a po-

sition at the periphery.  

Serbia would (in the current  
circumstances) be the first country 
of Central and Eastern Europe to 
enter the EU without prior NATO 

membership.  
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Serbia should seek to, try to engage in de-

bates on the future of the Union in a more 

concrete way, as those developments will 

dictate Serbia’s future, as well. 

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre/
https://twitter.com/cepbelgrade
https://www.youtube.com/EuropeanPolicyCentre

